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Winds of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestsra

Elizabeth Klein, flute, John Ferillo, oboe, Chistopher 
Elchico, clarinet, Samuel Watson, bassoon, Richard 
Ranti, bassoon, Rachel Childers, horn, and Jiayan Sun, 
piano.

Program

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770­1827)
Quintet in E­flat for Piano and Winds, Op. 16 (1796)

I. Grave ­ Allegro ma non troppo
II. Andante cantabile
III. Rondo: Allegro ma non troppo

John Ferillo, oboe, Christopher Elchico, clarinet,
Samuel Watson, bassoon, Rachel Childers, horn,

and Jiayan Sun, piano

Paul Hindemith (1895­1963)
Kleine Kammermusik, Op.24, No.2 (1922)

I. Lustig. Mäßig schnell Viertel
II. Walzer. Durchweg sehr leise
III. Ruhig und einfach
IV. Schnelle Viertel
V. Sehr lebhaft

 Elizabeth Klein, flute John Ferillo, oboe,
Christopher Elchico, clarinet, Samuel Watson, bassoon,

and Rachel Childers, horn

This concert is sponsored by John and Pamela 
Hanold in appreciation of audience support for this 

year's Valley Classical Concerts series. 
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Intermission

Carl Reinecke (1824­1910)
Trio in B­flat for Clarinet, Horn and Piano, Op. 274 (1905)

I. Allegro
II. Ein Märchen. Andante
III. Scherzo. Allegro
IV. Finale. Allegro

Christopher Elchico, clarinet, Rachel Childers, horn
and Jiayan Sun, piano

Please, no recording or photography at this performance.

About Today's Concert
Notes by today’s clarinetist, Christopher Elchico. 
Thanks, Chris, for arranging such an exciting program! 
– John Montanari, VCC Artistic Director

The four works on today’s program take us on a journey 
through more than a century of music for piano and winds
—from Beethoven’s Classical elegance to Hindemith and 
Martinů’s modern wit, with Reinecke’s Romantic lyricism 
bridging the gap.  Each composer brings a unique voice to 
this vibrant, conversational ensemble tradition.

Bohuslav Martinů (1890­1959)
Sextet for Piano and Winds, H. 174 (1929)

I. Prelude: Poco andante ­ Poco allegro
II. Adagio
III. Scherzo (Divertimento I): Allegro vivo
IV. Blues (Divertimento II)
V. Finale: (Allegro) ­ Poco vivo

Elizabeth Klein, flute John Ferillo, oboe,
Christopher Elchico, clarinet,

Richard Ranti and Samuel Watson, bassoons,
and Jiayan Sun, piano
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About Today's Concert (cont.)
Beethoven’s Quintet for Piano and Winds owes a clear debt 
to Mozart—specifically to Mozart’s quintet in the same key, 
which Beethoven admired so much that he used it as a 
model. But while the structure and instrumentation may 
echo Mozart, the energy and character are unmistakably 
Beethoven’s. The piece opens with a grand, slow 
introduction before launching into an animated first 
movement full of lively exchanges between the piano and 
winds. The Andante that follows sings with warmth and 
lyrical grace, and the finale is a witty Rondo that sparkles 
with rhythmic playfulness. It’s music that balances elegance 
and mischief, offering an early glimpse of Beethoven’s 
distinctive voice within the Classical tradition.

Hindemith’s Kleine Kammermusik—literally “Little 
Chamber Music”—is anything but small in personality. 
Written for wind quintet in 1922, it captures the composer’s 
dry wit, rhythmic drive, and fondness for clever 
counterpoint. Across five short movements, Hindemith 
gives each instrument its moment to shine. The opening is 
brisk and mischievous; a quirky waltz follows, with just a 
hint of irony; then comes a gentle, lyrical interlude before 
the music takes off again with playful energy. The finale 
bursts with joyful vigor. The result is a piece that’s both 
technically brilliant and full of humor—music that feels 
spontaneous, yet is built with razor­sharp precision.

Carl Reinecke was one of the last great voices of German 
Romanticism. By the time he wrote his Trio for Piano, 
Clarinet, and Horn in 1905 at age 82, the musical world had 
already moved toward modernism—but Reinecke stayed 
true to the lyrical, songful style of his teachers and 
contemporaries, like Mendelssohn and Schumann. This 
four­movement trio is full of warmth and beautifully 
balanced writing. The piano takes an expressive, sometimes 
virtuosic lead, while the clarinet and horn weave in rich, 
mellow lines. The result is music that feels generous and 
nostalgic—an affectionate farewell to the Romantic era.
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Artist Information

Winds of the Boston Symphony

Elizabeth Klein joined the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
(BSO) in 1994, becoming Associate Principal Flute in 1997. 
 A graduate of the Curtis Institute of Music, where she 
studied with Julius Baker and Jeffrey Khaner, she has 
performed as a soloist with the BSO, Boston Pops, and 
other ensembles.  Klein is also a dedicated chamber 
musician.  She holds a master's degree in spiritual formation 
from Gordon­Conwell Theological Seminary and currently 
serves on the flute faculty at Boston University.

John Ferrillo is the Principal Oboe of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, a position he has held since 2001. 
Prior to joining the BSO, he served as Principal Oboe of the 
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra from 1986 to 2001.  A 
graduate of the Curtis Institute, Ferrillo is an active soloist 
and chamber musician, and a faculty member at the New 
England Conservatory and Boston University.  He 
previously taught at the Juilliard School and Mannes School 
of Music.

 

Bohuslav Martinů’s Sextet for Piano and Winds is bright, 
rhythmic, and bursting with color—a perfect reflection of 
the composer’s Paris years in the 1920s. Written for piano, 
flute, oboe, clarinet, and two bassoons, it combines Czech 
folk­inspired rhythms with the crisp clarity of French 
neoclassicism. From the very first bars, the music dances. 
The outer movements are full of drive and sparkle, while 
the middle Andante offers a moment of calm lyricism. You 
can hear Martinů’s playful side throughout—his knack for 
weaving quick exchanges among the instruments and 
layering rhythms in surprising ways. It’s exuberant, 
cosmopolitan music that still feels fresh and spontaneous 
today.
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Christopher Elchico joined the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra as second clarinet in March 2022. He has 
performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Cincinnati 
Symphony, Houston Grand Opera, Kansas City Symphony, 
and New World Symphony. His principal teachers were Burt 
Hara, Associate Principal Clarinet of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, and James Campbell, Professor Emeritus of 
Clarinet at Jacobs School of Music, Indiana University, 
where Elchico completed a dual master’s degree in clarinet 
and classical saxophone performance. He received a 
Bachelor of Arts from the University of California, Los 
Angeles. 

Samuel Watson began his tenure as contrabassoonist with 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra in October 2023 at the start 
of the 2023­2024 subscription season. As an orchestral 
musician, Watson has worked with such acclaimed 
conductors as JoAnn Falletta, Ruth Reinhardt, Carlos 
Miguel Prieto, Marin Alsop, and Robert Spano.  Prior to 
joining the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Watson held 
similar positions with the Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra 
and Toledo Symphony Orchestra.

Richard Ranti was the Associate Principal Bassoonist of 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra from 1989 until 2022, and 
in the 6 years prior was the Second Bassoonist with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. At Tanglewood, Boston University, 
and New England Conservatory he taught many bassoonists 
now occupying top positions. He is a graduate of 
Interlochen Arts Academy and the Curtis Institute of Music. 
In the past 2 years, when not fixing bikes for Northampton’s 
Bikes For All, serving on the board of VCC with his wife, 
Andrea Bonsignore, and doing other volunteer work around 
Northampton, Mr. Ranti continues to perform with many 
top­tier symphonies and music festivals.

Rachel Childers joined the Boston Symphony Orchestra as 
Second Horn at the start of the 2011­12 season, becoming

Artist Information (cont.)
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the first female member of the BSO brass section in its 
history; she occupies the John P. II and Nancy S. Eustis 
Chair in the BSO's horn section. Childers received both her 
bachelor's and master's degrees in music from the 
University of Michigan, followed by an artist diploma from 
the Colburn School in Los Angeles. She is on the faculty at 
New England Conservatory of Music.

Jiayan Sun is the Assistant Professor of Music and 
Associate Chair for Performance Activities at Smith 
College. Praised for his "revelatory" performances, the 
pianist performs extensively worldwide with major 
orchestras, including the Cleveland Orchestra and the Hallé 
Orchestra.  A graduate of the Juilliard School (B.M., M.M., 
D.M.A.), he has won top prizes at international piano 
competitions like the Leeds and Dublin. Sun is also 
acclaimed for his work with early keyboard instruments and 
historical performance practice.

Be a Valley Classical Concerts Volunteer

Valley Classical Concerts (VCC) is an all­volunteer 
organization dedicated to bringing the very highest quality 
chamber music to the Pioneer Valley. Being a volunteer 
organization helps keep ticket prices affordable and 
provides access to many who would otherwise not be able 
to attend our performances.

We invite you to join our passionate team and help bring 
world­class music to our community. We seek volunteers to 
assist with bookkeeping, managing correspondence, editing 
concert programs, and designing promotional materials. As 
a volunteer, you'll enjoy access to concerts and gain an 
insider's view of our behind­the­scenes operations.

VCC is a virtual organization, so there is no office to 
commute to. Just bring your own computer!  If you are 
interested in volunteering, write us at 
office@valleyclassicalconcerts.org or leave a message at 
(413) 239­0417. 
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From the Valley Classical 
Concerts Board of Directors
Now here is something completely different! Valley 
Classical Concerts has programmed a concert today 
consisting of wind instruments. The performers are from the 
Boston Symphony, including Northampton’s Richard Ranti, 
who recently retired from the BSO, plus our own Smith 
pianist, Jiayan Sun.  They have an exciting program on tap 
for us today.  We will hear Beethoven, Hindemith, Reinecke 
and Martinů.

Thank you for all the generous donations from individuals, 
Board members, Smith College, and corporate sponsors.  
Check out the ads in the program and please thank those 
businesses when you go shopping.  We are so appreciative 
of your monetary assistance, which enables us to bring 
internationally known musicians like the Boston Symphony 
Winds to perform for you here in the Valley.  Furthermore, 
your support allows us to give free tickets to young students 
and Card to Culture patrons. 

Our expenses over the last two years have gone up by 33% 
and over the last decade have exceeded inflation. Yet, our 
ticket prices have remained the same for almost a decade, as 
has the high caliber of our musicians.  Again, thank you to 
all who have contributed donations. 

Enjoy this special concert and a joyous upcoming 
Thanksgiving holiday.

Laurel Rogers, Board Vice­President

“I think music in itself is healing. It’s an explosive 
expression of humanity. It’s something we are all touched 
by. No matter what culture we’re from, everyone loves 
music.”  — Billy Joel
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The Valley Classical Concerts 
2025­2026 Season

Sunday, October 12, 2025, 3:00 PM
The Harlem Quartet

Sunday, October 26, 2025, 3:00 PM
Quartetto di Cremona, with David Shifrin, clarinet

Sunday, November 16, 2025, 3:00 PM
Winds of the Boston Symphony Orchestra with
     Jiayan Sun, piano

Sunday, February 1, 2026, 3:00 PM
The Isidore String Quartet

Saturday, March 7, 3:00 PM
Camille Thomas, cello, with Julien Brocal, piano

Saturday, March 21, 3:00 PM
"A Far Cry" Chamber Orchestra

Keep Valley Classical Concerts Going

Please consider making a donation to help prevent price 
increases and to broaden our audience. Go to the VCC 
donations page any time to give online, or you can mail 
checks to P.O. Box 60424, Florence, MA 01062.  

We thank you for helping us share the joys of chamber 
music. We are a 501(c)(3) non­profit.  Our Tax ID, 22­247­
4932, may be used to donate through a charitable fund or 
foundation.  Contact us (office@valleyclassicalconcerts.org 
or (413) 239­0417) to discuss equity and estate 
contributions.
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Valley Classical Concerts Board of Directors

William Harbison, President
Laurel Rogers, Vice President
Richard Teller, Clerk & Publicist
John Montanari, Artistic Director
Jeffrey Saltzman, Treasurer & Office Manager
Andrea Bonsignore, Concert Manager
Pam Coe
Ian Fraser
David Gang
George Luke Goodridge
Kylie Johnson
Richard Ranti
Michael Sorrell
Gary Turku
Peter Van Pelt

Valley Classical Concerts
Contact Information

Telephone
Box Office ­ (413) 586­0458
Office ­ (413) 239­0417

E­Mail
Box Office ­ boxoffice@valleyclassicalconcerts.org
Office ­ office@valleyclassicalconcerts.org

Address
 Valley Classical Concerts, Inc.
 P.O. Box 60424
 Florence, MA 01062

Website: https://valleyclassicalconcerts.org 
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Thank You for Your Support!

These businesses have made contributions to
Valley Classical Concerts' 2025­26 season.

• $1,000 and above
Easthampton Savings Bank
Greenfield Cooperative Bank
NFP Private Capital Group LLC
Florence Bank
Lathrop Community
St. Germain Investments 
West Branch Capital, LLC

• $500 to $999
Curtiss, Carey, Gates & Goodridge, LLP*
Kari Leeper, Certified Public Accountant, LLC*
Finck and Perras Insurance
Johnson Woodworks
River Valley Market
Stamell Stringed Instruments, Inc.

• $250 to $499
Downtown Sounds
Ostberg & Associates
Wohl Family Dentistry, LLC

• Up to $249
Alber Hearing
Blackmer Insurance
Broadside Books
Ernie's Garage

*In­kind donation
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Thank You for Your Support!

These individuals have made contributions to
Valley Classical Concerts' 2025­26 season.

Pace­Setters • $3,000 and above
Marguerite S. Bedell
Pamela Coe
John & Pamela Hanold
William & Marsha Harbison
Gail Markley

Partners • $1,000 to $2,999
Anonymous (2)
David Gang & Roberta Hillenberg­Gang
Ruth Kjaer
Richard Ranti & Andrea Bonsignore
Laurel Rogers & Jeffrey Saltzman
Michael Sorrell
Eleanor B. Rothman
Karen Tarlow & John Montanari
Richard Teller
Peter Van Pelt
Lewis & Sally Popper

Sustainers • $500 to $999
Ann Errichetti and Mark Keroack
Ian Fraser & Pamela Bartlett
Bruce & Rita Bleiman
Craig Felton & Richard Trousdell
Kylie & Bill Johnson
George Luke Goodridge
Mark & Judith Pohlman
Kit Sang Boos
Gary Turku & Romina Kostare



13

Patrons • $250 to $499
Stephen Ellenburg
James Mceathron
Catherine Nagel

Supporters • $100 to $249
Katharine Baker Harriet Pollatsek
Jeffrey Birth Carol Pope
Nancy & John Brady Clifford Ridley
Therese and Peter Eiff Joanna Rosenthal
Kent & Lorena Faerber Alice Swersey
Patricia Farrington Donald Wheelock
Ken & Karen Furst
Douglas Gnepp
Peter Haas
Sara (Sally) Perreten
Dale Peterson

Friends • Up to $100
Audrey Bernstein Ilana Schmitt
Kevin Brennan Peter Siegelman
Albert & Janet Chevan Serena Smith
Ian Clements Norman Spier
Rafael Coelho Lopes de Sa Gennifer Sussman
Charles Dudek Ann Wall
Rhonda FrankelFein Thomas Wartenberg
Teresa Herrneckar Katherine Wyatt
Carol Jolly Faina Zilberberg
Edith M. Kliman
Jonathan Lash
Jennifer Lewis
Nancy Logan
Jane Record
Elissa Rubinstein
Cathy Schoen
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