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ESPRESSIVO!

Thursday, March 14, 2024, at 7:30 PM,
Sweeney Concert Hall / Sage Hall, Smith
College, Northampton, MA



About Today's Concert

John Montanari, Artistic Director

The Piano Quartet — the ensemble of (usually) piano, violin,
viola and cello — may lack the cachet of the String Quartet and
may be less frequently encountered than the Piano Trio — piano,
violin and cello — but it possesses a wonderful repertoire filled
with masterworks by the greatest composers, three of which are
on tonight’s concert.

Mozart’s Piano Quartet in E-flat, the second of two he
composed, comes from 1787, the same year as such well-known
works as Eine Kleine Nachtmusik and Don Giovanni. In its
concerto-like three movement form and soloistic writing for the
keyboard, you can hear the Piano Quartet genre’s beginnings as
a sort of mini-concerto for piano with string accompaniment.

Don’t be fooled by the “Opus 1” designation of Mendelssohn’s
Piano Quartet in C Minor into thinking that it was his first major
work. Rather, it was the first work of his to be published, in
1823, when he was fourteen, and already the composer of
several String Symphonies and, at least, one Piano Quartet.
Mendelssohn likely performed the brilliant piano part in the
work’s original performances during a series of Sunday house
concerts chezMendelssohn.

The pianist in the 1861 Hamburg premiere of Brahms’s G Minor
Quartet was none other than Clara Schumann. As a young
pianist, Brahms toured with the Hungarian violinist Eduard
Reményi whose purportedly Gypsy stylings inspired Brahms’s
Hungarian Dances and the “Rondo alla Zingarese” (Gypsy
Rondo) that concludes tonight’s concert.
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Anna Polonsky, piano
Jaime Laredo, violin
Milena Pdjaro-van de Stadt, viola
Sharon Robinson, cello

PROGRAM

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)
Piano Quartet in E-flat Major, K.493 (1786)
l. Allegro

Il. Larghetto

lll. Allegretto

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

Piano Quartet No. 1in C minor, Op. 1 (1822)
l. Allegro vivace

Il. Adagio

lll. Scherzo

IV. Allegro moderato

INTERMISSION

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
Piano Quartet No. 1in G minor, Op. 25 (1861)

l.  Allegro

Il. Intermezzo. Allegro ma non troppo — Trio. Animato
lll. Andante con moto

IV. Rondo alla Zingarese. Presto

Exclusively represented by:
Frank Salomon Associates, Inc.
16 West 36 Street, Suite 1205, NY, NY 10018
www.franksalomon.com



Artist Information

JAIME LAREDO violin

For over six decades, Jaime Laredo has excelled in the roles of
soloist, conductor, recitalist, pedagogue, and chamber musician.
Since his orchestral debut at the age of eleven with the San
Francisco Symphony, he has won the admiration and respect of
audiences, critics and fellow musicians with passionate and polished
performances. In addition to championing many new works
throughout his career, conducting and performing highlights include
the Chicago, Boston, BBC, and London symphonies, Los Angeles
and New York Philharmonics, and Cleveland and Philadelphia
Orchestras.

Laredo has recorded nearly one hundred discs, including a Grammy
Award-winning disc of Brahms Piano Quartets with Emanuel Ax,
Isaac Stern and Yo-Yo Ma. His recordings range from
collaborations with Glenn Gould to double concertos with violinist
Jennifer Koh and cellist Sharon Robinson, plus award-winning
recordings with the beloved Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio, with
whom he toured for 45 years. A 23-CD box set on Sony Classical
celebrates Laredo's extraordinary recorded legacy.

MILENA PAJARO-VAN DE STADT viola

Praised by Strad magazine as having "lyricism that stood out . . . a
silky tone and beautiful, supple lines," violist Milena Pajaro-van de
Stadt has established herself as one of the most sought-after violists
of her generation. In addition to appearances as soloist with the
Tokyo Philharmonic, the Jacksonville Symphony, and the Sphinx
Chamber Orchestra, she has performed in recitals and chamber
music concerts throughout the United States, Latin America,
Europe, and Asia, including an acclaimed 2011 debut recital at
London’s Wigmore Hall, which was described in Strad as being
"fleet and energetic . . . powerful and focused."
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Ms. P4jaro-van de Stadt was the founding violist of the Dover
Quartet, and played in the group from 2008-2022. During her time
in the group, the Dover Quartet was the First Prize winner and
recipient of every special award at the Banff International String
Quartet Competition 2013, and winner of the Gold Medal and
Grand Prize in the 2010 Fischoff Chamber Music Competition.
Her numerous awards also include First Prize of the Lionel Tertis
International Viola Competition and top prizes at the the Sphinx
Competition and the Tokyo International Viola Competition.
While in the Dover Quartet, Ms. Pajaro-van de Stadt was on the
faculty at The Curtis Institute of Music and Northwestern
University’s Bienen School of Music, and a part of the Quartet in
Residence at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.

SHARON ROBINSON cello

Winner of the Avery Fisher Recital Award, Piatigorsky Memorial
Award, Pro Musicis Award and a GRAMMY nominee, cellist
Sharon Robinson is recognized worldwide as a consummate artist
and one of the most outstanding musicians of our time. Whether
as a recitalist, soloist with orchestra, or member of the world-
famous Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio, critics, audiences and
fellow musicians respond to what the Indianapolis Star has called
“a cellist who has simply been given the soul of Caruso.” Her
guest appearances with orchestras include the Philadelphia and
Minnesota Orchestras; Los Angeles Philharmonic; Boston,
Baltimore, Cincinnati, Dallas, Houston, National, Pittsburgh, St.
Louis, and San Francisco Symphonies; and in Europe, the London
Symphony, Helsinki Philharmonic, Ziirich’s Tonhalle Orchestra
and the English, Scottish and Franz Lizst Chamber Orchestras.

Recipient of the 2012 Governor’s Award for Excellence in the
Arts from the state of Vermont, Robinson divides her time
between teaching, solo engagements, performing with her
husband, violinist and conductor Jaime Laredo, and is much in
demand as a chamber player.



She is co-artistic director of the Linton Chamber Music Series in
Cincinnati and of the Hudson Valley Chamber Music Circle at
Bard College. As of fall 2012, she began teaching on the
renowned instrumental and chamber music faculty of the
Cleveland Institute of Music. She previously was a full professor
at the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music and has an
Honorary Doctorate from Marlboro College.

ANNA POLONSKY piano

Anna Polonsky is widely in demand as a soloist and chamber
musician. She has appeared with the Moscow Virtuosi, the
Buffalo Philharmonic, the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, the
Columbus Symphony Orchestra, the Memphis Symphony, the
Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia, the St. Luke’s Chamber
Ensemble, and many others. Ms. Polonsky has collaborated with
the Guarneri, Orion, Daedalus, and Shanghai Quartets, and with
such musicians as Mitsuko Uchida, Yo-Yo Ma, David Shifrin,
Richard Goode, Emanuel Ax, Arnold Steinhardt, Peter Wiley,
and Jaime Laredo. She has performed chamber music at festivals
such as Marlboro, Chamber Music Northwest, Seattle,
Music@Menlo, Cartagena, Bard, and Caramoor, as well as at
Bargemusic in New York City.

Ms. Polonsky has given concerts in the Amsterdam
Concertgebouw, the Vienna Konzerthaus, Alice Tully Hall, and
Carnegie Hall’s Stern, Weill, and Zankel Halls, and has toured
extensively throughout the United States, Europe, and Asia. A
frequent guest at the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center,
she was a member of the Chamber Music Society Two during
2002-2004. In 2006 she took part in the European Broadcasting
Union's project to record and broadcast all of Mozart's keyboard
sonatas, and in the spring of 2007 she performed a solo recital at
Carnegie Hall’s Stern Auditorium to inaugurate the Emerson
Quartet’s Perspectives Series. She is a recipient of a Borletti-
Buitoni Trust Fellowship and the Andrew Wolf Chamber Music
Award.



Valley Classical Concerts

World-Class Chamber Music at The Bombyx Center for Arts
& Equity, 103 Pine Street, Florence MA

Sunday, April 21, 4:00 pm
The Junction Trio “Revelatory!” — Boston Classical Review
Stefan Jackiw, violin; Jay Campbell, cello; Conrad Tao, piano
“Ghosts” / John Zorn — Piano Trio / Chatrles Ives
Trio in Bb Major, op. 97, “Archduke” / Ludwig van Beethoven
www.valleyclassicalconcerts.org (413) 586-0458

Join us at 3:00 for on-stage conversations
with the artists and John Montanari

Adults $35 — Students
$10 — 18 & Under Free
at the Door!

Programs subject to
change.

Arcadia Players &

Andrew Arceci, Artistic Director 2023-2024 Season

Saturday, October 21, 7pm, Wesley United Methodist Church, Hadley, MA
The Trumpet Shall Sound
Robinson Pyle, trumpet Arcadia Players, Andrew Arceci, director

Saturday, December 16, 2023, 7:30pm, Abbey Chapel, Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, MA
Charpentier's Midnight Mass for Christmas
Arcadia Players and chorus, Andrew Arceci, director

Sunday, February 18, 2024, 3pm, Wesley United Methodist Church, Hadley, MA
Chamber Music by Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven
Monica Jakuc Leverett, fortepiano, Emlyn Ngai, violin, Alice Robbins, cello

Sunday April 14, 2024, 4pm Bombyx Center, Florence, MA

11 Pastor Fido (The Faithful Shepherd)
Alto Christina English will be the featured soloist.

For tickets and further information:
info@arcadiaplayers.org 160 Main St. Suite 27, Northampton, MA 01060
413 586-8742 (413 58-MUSIC)
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From the Valley Classical
Concerts President

On behalf of the Board of Valley Classical Concerts, |
would like to welcome our audience to the Spring 2024
series of four amazing classical chamber music concerts.

Since 1979, Valley Classical Concerts has presented music
lovers in the Pioneer Valley and Western Massachusetts
with chamber music performed exclusively by
internationally acclaimed ensembles. We hope you, our
audience, are as excited as we are to hear these fabulous
artists, from young prize winners to musicians who have
played together for decades.

I would like to thank and to gratefully acknowledge our
many generous corporate sponsors and individual donors
who have helped make this season possible and who have
supported VCC over the years. They are all listed in the
playbill.

So, enjoy the music and encourage friends, family, and
younger adults and students to come to the concerts. And
please consider donating to Valley Classical Concerts!
Without continued financial support from our loyal patrons
and lovers of chamber music, Valley Classical Concerts
would not exist.

“Music is the universal language of mankind” -- Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow

Dr. William Harbison, Board President



PIONEER VALLEY SYMPHONY

HOME & HOPE

Celebrating (?5years
of building community
through music
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Visit springfieldsymphony.org
or call 413-733-2291

Show your pride by wearing
red, white, & blue to the concert!

Tickets 25% off for veterans!
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Valley Classical Concerts Board and Staff

William Harbison, President
Laurel Rogers, Vice President
Richard Teller, Clerk

Luke Goodridge, Treasurer & Artist Contracts
John Montanari, Artistic Director
Karen Tarlow, Concert Manager
Jeffrey Saltzman, Office Manager
Andrea Bonsignore

Pam Coe

David Gang

John T. Hanold

Richard Ranti

Michael Sorrell

Gary Turku

Peter Van Pelt

el There’s nothing artificial

one wsons e 10240 alpoout our intelligence.

Congratulations to
Valley Classical Concerts for
this exciting
2023 - 2024 Season
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Thank You for Your Supportl!

These individuals have made contributions to
Valley Classical Concerts' 2023-2024 season.

Pace-Setters ¢ $3,000 and above

Pamela Coe
John & Pamela Hanold
William & Marsha Harbison

Partners * $1,000 to $2,999

Anonymous Michael Sorrell
David Gang & Roberta Hillenberg-Gang Richard Teller
Marvin & Carol Kelley Peter Van Pelt
Gail Markley

Richard Ranti & Andrea Bonsignore
Laurel Rogers & Jeffrey Saltzman
Eleanor B. Rothman

Karen Tarlow & John Montanari
Lewis & Sally Popper

Sustainers ¢ $500 to $999

Nicolas Boillot George Luke Goodridge
Stephan & Kit Sang Boos

Patrons ¢ $250 to $499

Bruce & Rita Bleiman Ira Helfand & Deborah Smith
Judy Boehlert Richard & Joann Hinckley
Stephen & Judith Ellenburg Harriet Pollatsek

Carolyn Gray & George Peppard Peter Morford

Ian Fraser & Pamela Bartlett Margaret Zelljadt
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Thank You for Your Supportl!

These individuals have made contributions to
Valley Classical Concerts' 2023-2024 season.

Supporters * $100 to $249

CHC - Creating Healthier Ina & Eli Porth
Communities Hedy Rose

John Brady Deborah Sherr

Corinne Ebbs Delores & Robert Viarengo

Peter Gerard Frances Volkmann

Herbert & Janet Hodos Anne & Donald Wheelock

Abby Kingman

Nancy & Jerome Myers

Robyn Newhouse

Peter Pappas

Carolyn Gray & George Peppard
Dale Peterson

Friends * Up to $100

Ronald Ackerman & Cleo Gorman Catherine Riessman

Michael Bishop Whitney Robbins
Hollie Bowen Myra & David Ross
Albert & Janet Chevan Walter Schiff

Eliza Childs Robert Silberberg

Ian Clements

Stacey Coleman

Edward Feld

Kylie & William Johnson
Darin Kantarattanakul
Edith Kliman

Barbara Partee

Clifford Ridley
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Thank You for Your Support!

These businesses have made contributions to
Valley Classical Concerts' 2023-24 season.

* $1,000 and above

Community Foundation of Western Mass
Easthampton Savings Bank
Florence Bank

Greenfield Cooperative Bank
Greenfield Savings Bank
Lathrop Communities
People's Bank

Raymond James

St. Germain Investments
West Branch Capital, LLC
Wealthspire Advisors

+ $500 to $999

Bulkley Richardson, LLP

Chap de Laine's Interiors, Inc.

Curtiss, Carey, Gates & Goodridge, LLP *
River Valley Coop

Stamell Stringed Instruments, Inc.

+ $250 to $499

Alber Hearing Services, PC  Ostberg and Associates
Cochrane Dental Associates Scott M. Sawyer, CPA *
Downtown Sounds

* Up to $249

Atkins Farms

Blackmer Insurance

Broadside Books

Devine Overhead Doors

Fink & Perras Insurance * In-kind donation
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Htjh‘ HOLYOKE CIVIC SYMPHONY 2023-24

THE BRASS MENAGERIE

TUBA, HORNS, TRUMPET & TROMBONE GUEST SOLOISTS

OCT. 15 Tuba Diving

Natalie Mundis, tuba: Bruce Broughron’s Tuba Concerto
& works of Mark Zuckerman & Johannes Brahms

DEC.10 Horn in the U.S.A.
Jean Jeffries, horn, Josh Michal, horn: Gina Gillie’s The Great Migration
& works of Georges Bizet, Brian Balmages & more

MARCH 10,2024 Tea and Trumpets
Sheldon Ross, trumpet: Vincent Persichetti’s The Hollow Men
& works of Quinn Mason & Piotri Tchaikovsky

MAY 5,2024 'Bone Appetit!
Matthew Russe, trombone: Launy Grondahl’s Trombone Concerto
& works of Clarice Assad & Igor Stravinsky
plus the Winner of HCS Composition Competition (TBA)

Holyoke Community College, Sundays, 3 pm. Free, donations welcome
May’s benefit concert: $10-20 adults; $5 children under 12

www.HolyokeCivicSymphony.org  413-256-1760

PLEASE NOTE:
THE USE OF CAMERAS
AND RECORDING DEVICES IS
STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

Follow us on:
Instagram @valleyclassical &
Twitter @VCConcerts

B Like Like us on Facebook
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2 PeoplesBank

Real. Simple. Banking.

Gliap de faines

www.chapdelainesfurniture.com

FURNITURE | WINDOW TREATMENTS | FLOORING | INTERIOR DECORATING

Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm « Thursday 10am-8pm + Sunday 12pm-5pm
136 College Street, Rte 116 « South Hadley, MA « 413-536-8560

\\.

&

-

baﬁkESB
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Be !M/ﬂf'l/’eo(,,, by Lathrop's passion for music and the arts!

| Witha commitment to enhancing the quality of life,
’ j Lathrop fosters a vibrant sense of togetherness where you
r—¥®/) can continue to enrich your life and the lives of others,

{ : %! LATHROP  lathrop.kendal.org — @

*KENDAL s 413-437-5892
ANot-for-Profit Community Serving Older Adults in the Quaker Tradition.

ValleyCreates| o

OF WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

Valley Classical Concerts
2023-2024 Season

Sunday, October 22, 3:00 pm, Bombyx Center
The Viano String Quartet
Sunday, November 12, 3:00 pm, Sweeney Hall
The Borromeo Quartet
Sunday, February 4, 3:00 pm, Sweeney Hall
Merz Trio
Saturday, February 24, 7:30, Sweeney Hall
Itamar Zorman & leva Jokiibaviciiite
Thursday, March 14, 7:30 pm, Sweeney Hall
ESPRESSIVO! Quartet
Sunday, April 21, 3:00 pm, Bombyx Center
The Junction Trio
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STRINGED INSTRUMENTS

Violin ¢ Viola ¢ Cello ¢ Sales * Rentals
Ezperts » Dealers « Makers » Appraisers » Restorers

18 Kellogg Ave, Amherst MA 01002

www.stamellstring.com
(800) 766 0936

-

.
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WEST 2 BRANCH
CAPITAL

Investments, Financial & Retirement Planning

‘West Branch Capital and its division Singer Potito Associates. FEE ONLY, SEC Registered

Investment Adyisers. Inyestment Managers, Retirement & Financial Planners.

g Research Drive, Suite I 99 Derby Street, Suite 200 29 West Road
Ambherst, MA 010092 Hingham, MA 02043 Orleans, MA 02653

CALL 413-256-1225 — WESTBRANCHCAPITAL.COM

I believe in the power of markets t b
problems and turn them into opportunities
through censtan tion and visionary
thinking.

orner, it's time for
regrow this city to

Mark W Teed, WMS, CRPCE T
Senior Vice President, Investments E E D
1500 Main Street, Suite 1700 // Springfield, MA 01115 CAPITAL MANAGEMENT

413.372.6610 // teedcapitalmanagement.com 7'@
RAYMOND JAMES

® 2023 Raymoend James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC
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GREENFIELD

Cooperative Bank

NP/ NORTHAMPTON

C 00 pe ra t l ve B an A Division of Greenfield

Come on over to the Co-op!

To us, providing financial services to our customers
and serving our community go hand-in-hand.

Ambherst « Florence « Greenfield « Northampton Northfield
Shelburne Falls « South Hadley « Sunderland « Turners Falls

BestLocalBank.com =) i

uuuuuuuuuuuu
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WEALTHSPIRE

ADVISORS

We are a proud sponsor of

Valley Classical Concerts and their mission
to bring internationally recognized

chamber ensembles to the Pioneer Valley.

WWW.WEALTHSPIRE.COM

Wealthspire Advisors LLC is a registered investment adviser
and subsidiary company of NFP Corp.
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