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Presents

The Harlem Quartet

Sunday, October 12, 2025, at 3:00 PM
Sweeney Concert Hall / Sage Hall
Smith College, Northampton, MA



The Harlem Quartet

limar Gavilan and Melissa White, violins
Jaime Amador, viola, and Felix Umansky, cello

Program

Echoes of Inspiration

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
Quartet in A Major, Op. 18, No. 5 (1798)
l. Allegro
[l. Menuetto
[ll. Andante Cantabile (Theme and Variations)
IV. Allegro assai

Guido Lopez Gavilan (b. 1944)
Cuarteto en Guaguancé

Intermission

Caroline Shaw (b. 1982)
Entr’acte (2011)

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)
String Quartet No. 2 in C major, Op. 36 (1945)
|. Allegro calmo senza rigore
Il. Vivace
[ll. Chacony: Sostenuto

Epstein Fox Performances
1924 Harley Drive
Ann Arbor, Ml 48103
www.efperformances.com



About Today's Concert

John Montanari, Artistic Director

The Harlem Quartet, making their third Valley Classical Concerts
appearance, have a typically varied and lively program for us this
afternoon.

Beethoven’s Six Quartets, Op. 18, were composed between 1798
and 1800, and published in 1801. This was sixteen years after the
publication of Mozart’s Six Quartets, Op. 10, bearing a
dedication to Joseph Haydn. (Digression: Did you know that
some of Mozart’s works have opus numbers in addition to the
usual K. or Kochel numbers?) I bring this up because the
Beethoven Quartet in A Major that open’s today’s program was
closely modeled on the Mozart Quartet in the same key from the
Haydn set, about which Beethoven was quoted saying to his pupil
Carl Czerny, “That’s what I call a work!”

Guido Lopez-Gavilan is a Cuban musician, composer, arranger,
and conductor — and the father of the Harlem Quartet’s first
violinist, [Imar Gavilan. To quote from his online bio: “Lopez-
Gavilan has received awards in the most important composition
competitions held in Cuba, and as a conductor has achieved
extraordinary success and received recognition from international
critics for outstanding performances in Latin America and
Europe. He has also been invited as a guest speaker to many
important festivals and musical events at various prestigious
universities. In 2005 he was awarded the UNESCO Medal in
Chile. He has also made an outstanding contribution to the
development of the Cuban Youth Orchestra Movement, is the
President of the Havana Festival and Chairman of the Orchestral
Conducting Department at the Instituto Superior de Arte.

Guido Lopez-Gavilan's style of composition incorporates
rhythms from Cuban popular music, polytonality, unconventional
sound resources and fine lyricism. His music ranges from
humorous and joyful compositions to solemn and dramatic
works.



About Today's Concert (cont.)

He is one of the most popular musicians of his generation, not
only among musicians but with the rest of the Cuban people,
who know his melodies such as “A Memory,” the “Cumbanchero
Variations” or “Camerata en Guaguanc6.” That last term, seen
also in the title today’s “Cuarteto en Guagancd,” refers to a
flirtatious dance accompanied by a variation of the Afro-Cuban
rumba rhythm — in fact, a UNESCO World Heritage dance which
you can learn to do on YouTube!

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Music (the youngest recipient
ever) in 2013 for her “Partita for Eight Voices,” Caroline Shaw
maintains an active career as singer, violinist and composer of
works which, to quote from her website, “(try) to imagine a
world of sound that has never been heard before but has always
existed.

Again from her website: “'Entr’acte' was written in 2011 after
hearing the Brentano Quartet play Haydn’s Op. 77 No. 2 — with
their spare and soulful shift to the D-flat major trio in the minuet.
It is structured like a minuet and trio, riffing on that classical
form but taking it a little further. I love the way some music (like
the minuets of Op. 77) suddenly takes you to the other side of
Alice’s looking glass, in a kind of absurd, subtle, technicolor
transition.”

Benjamin Britten’s Quartet No. 2 was composed in 1945,
following the extremely successful premiere of his opera Peter
Grimes. The Quartet was first performed on a concert
commemorating the 250th anniversary of the death of the great
British composer Henry Purcell.

In homage to Purcell, Britten concluded the Quartet with a
movement which he named “Chacony” after one of Purcell’s
more familiar instrumental works. You might be more familiar
with the French spelling “chaconne” (cf. Bach’s Chaconne for
solo violin), referring to a set of variations on a repeated
harmonic pattern or bass line — which is exactly what we get in
this magnificent finale to a satisfying afternoon of great music.
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Artist Information

The Harlem Quartet

The Grammy-winning Harlem Quartet, featuring [lmar Gavilan,
Melissa White, Jaime Amador, and Felix Umansky, has earned
acclaim for its dynamic performances and fresh approach to
classical music. The New York Times praised their “panache,”
while the Cincinnati Enquirer lauded their “new attitude to
classical music.” Grammy-winning woodwind virtuoso Ted Nash
of the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra has been quoted saying,
“The Harlem Quartet is one of the greatest string quartets [ have
ever heard. They can play anything.”

This ensemble has performed in 47 states and four continents, has
been featured on numerous national television spots like the
Today Show and News Hour, and has even performed for first
lady Michelle Obama at the White House. They are most well-
known for their innovative programming, both through their own
work and collaborations, which seamlessly mixes classical
repertoire with jazz and Latin. They also present contemporary
works by composers from underrepresented backgrounds,
championing diversity in classical music to their core. Equally
dedicated to education, The Harlem Quartet engages
communities through residencies and outreach programs,
fostering a love for music among diverse audiences.

Their commitment has been recognized through prestigious
grants, such as the Cultural Connections Artist-In-Residence
grant from James Madison University and the 2016 Guarneri
String Quartet grant from Chamber Music America, facilitating
impactful community partnerships and educational initiatives.
The Harlem Quartet has also served as quartet-in-residence at
such institutions as the John J. Cali School of Music in Montclair
and the Royal College of Music in London.

In collaboration with such renowned artists as pianists Michael
Brown and Awadagin Pratt, clarinetists Paquito D’Rivera and
Anthony McGill, and jazz legends Stanley Clarke and John
Patitucci, the quartet continues to push musical boundaries.
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Artist Information (cont.)

The Harlem Quartet’s ongoing partnership with Imani Winds has
resulted in acclaimed performances and a 2023 Grammy Award
for their recording "Passion for Bach & Coltrane."

In addition to performing a varied menu of string quartet
literature across the country and around the world, the Harlem
Quartet has collaborated with such distinguished artists as
classical pianists Michael Brown, Misha Dichter, and Fei-Fei;
jazz pianists Chick Corea and Aldo Lopez-Gaviléan; violist Ida
Kavafian; cellist Carter Brey; Eddie Daniels, Anthony McGill,
and David Shifrin; saxophonist Tim Garland; jazz legends Ted
Nash, Gary Burton; the Shanghai Quartet; and Imani Winds.

Beyond chamber music, the Harlem Quartet also performs string
quartet works with orchestras, including a special arrangement of
Leonard Bernstein’s "West Side Story" for string quartet and
orchestra by Randall Craig Fleischer. This premiered with the
Chicago Sinfonietta in 2012. The quartet has recorded this work,
along with compositions by Michael Abels and Benjamin Lees,
on the Cedille Records release "Delights and Dances." This
season, they will perform Edward Hart’s "A Charleston
Concerto" with the Charleston Symphony both locally and on
tour to commemorate the 350th Anniversary of the City of
Charleston.

The Harlem Quartet’s discography includes a wide range of their
own albums and guest features, most notably their collaboration
on Hot House with Gary Burton and Chick Corea, which earned
a Grammy for Best Instrumental Composition. Their 2020 album
"Cross Pollination" features works by Debussy, William Bolcom,
Dizzy Gillespie, and Guido Lopez-Gavilan. Released in August
2024, their most recent "Havana Meets Harlem" was recorded
with Aldo Lopez-Gavilan and showcases his original
compositions for piano quintet.

Highlights of the Harlem Quartet’s 2024-2025 season included

appearances at Kennedy Center, Carnegie Hall, Broad Stage, Art
Power in San Diego, Gaillard Center, SUNY Buftalo and the
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Mary-Anne Rennolds Series, as well as residencies at Interlochen
Center for the Arts, Queens University in Charlotte, NC, and
Youngstown State University.

QR Code for more information about the Harlem Quartet.

Be a Valley Classical Concerts Volunteer
Valley Classical Concerts (VCC) is an all-volunteer organization
dedicated to bringing the very highest quality chamber music to
the Pioneer Valley. Being a volunteer organization helps keep
ticket prices affordable and provide access to many who would
otherwise not be able to attend our performances.

We invite you to join our passionate team and help bring world-
class music to our community — your support truly makes a
difference! We seek volunteers to assist with bookkeeping,
managing correspondence, editing concert programs, and
designing promotional materials. As a volunteer, you'll enjoy
access to concerts and gain an insider's view of our behind-the-
scenes operations.

VCC is a virtual organization, so there is no office to commute
to. Just bring your own computer! If you are interested in
volunteering, write us at office@valleyclassicalconcerts.org or
leave a message at (413) 239-0417.
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From the Valley Classical
Concerts Board of Directors

On behalf of the Board of Valley Classical Concerts, [ would like
to welcome you to our 2025-26 season.

We are thrilled to present an exciting season of chamber music.
We have a wonderful variety of ensembles this year: three
different string quartets, pianists, a wind ensemble, solo cello,
even a chamber orchestra.

We can do this because of the generosity of many individuals,
Board members, Smith College, and corporate sponsors. Please
patronize our advertisers and thank them! Your financial
assistance enables us to bring internationally known musicians to
perform for you here in the Valley. Furthermore, your support
allows us to give free tickets to young students and Card to
Culture patrons.

Over the last two years, our expenses have gone up by 33%, and
over the last decade, have exceeded inflation. Yet, our ticket
prices have remained the same for almost a decade, as has the
high caliber of our musicians. Your continued support makes a
huge difference. Again, thank you to all who have contributed!

Enjoy the Harlem Quartet this afternoon. What a wonderful way
to spend a fall afternoon!

“Music 1s a world within itself with a language we all
understand.” — Stevie Wonder

Laurel Rogers, Board Vice-President



The Valley Classical Concerts
2025-2026 Season

The Valley Classical Concerts 2025-2026 Season

Sunday, October 12, 2025, 3:00 PM
The Harlem Quartet

Sunday, October 26, 2025, 3:00 PM
Quartetto di Cremona, with David Shifrin, clarinet

Sunday, November 16, 2025, 3:00 PM
Winds of the Boston Symphony Orchestra with
Jiayan Sun, piano

Sunday, February 1, 2026, 3:00 PM
The Isidore String Quartet

Saturday, March 7, 3:00 PM
Camille Thomas, cello, with Julien Brocal, piano

Saturday, March 21, 3:00 PM
"A Far Cry" Chamber Orchestra

Keep Valley Classical Concerts Going

Please consider making a donation to help prevent price increases
and to broaden our audience. Go to the VCC donations page any
time to give online, or you can mail checks to P.O. Box 60424,
Florence, MA 01062. We thank you for helping us share the joys
of chamber music. We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Our Tax ID,
22-247-4932, may be used to donate through a charitable fund or
foundation. Contact us (office@valleyclassicalconcerts.org or
(413) 239-0417) to discuss equity and estate contributions.



Valley Classical Concerts Board

William Harbison, President

Laurel Rogers, Vice President
Richard Teller, Clerk & Designer
John Montanari, Artistic Director
Jeftrey Saltzman, Treasurer & Office Manager
Andrea Bonsignore, Concert Manager
Pam Coe

Ian Fraser

David Gang

George Luke Goodridge

Kylie Johnson

Richard Ranti

Michael Sorrell

Gary Turku

Peter Van Pelt

Valley Classical Concerts
Contact Information

Telephone
Box Office - (413) 586-0458
Office - (413) 239-0417

E-Mail
Box Office - boxoffice@valleyclassicalconcerts.org
Office - office@valleyclassicalconcerts.org

Address
Valley Classical Concerts, Inc.
P.O. Box 60424
Florence, MA 01062

Website: https://valleyclassicalconcerts.org
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Thank You for Your Support!

These businesses have made contributions to
Valley Classical Concerts' 2025-26 season.

* $1,000 and above
Easthampton Savings Bank
Greenfield Cooperative Bank
NFP Private Capital Group LLC
Florence Bank
Lathrop Community
St. Germain Investments
West Branch Capital, LLC

* $500 to $999
Curtiss, Carey, Gates & Goodridge, LLP*
Kari Leeper, Certified Public Accountant, LLC*
Finck and Perras Insurance
Johnson Woodworks
River Valley Market
Stamell Stringed Instruments, Inc.

* $250 to $499
Downtown Sounds
Osterberg & Associates
Wohl Family Dentistry, LLC

» Up to $249
Blackmer Insurance
Broadside Books
Ernie's Garage
*In-kind donation
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Thank You for Your Support!

These individuals have made contributions to
Valley Classical Concerts' 2024-25 season.

Pace-Setters * $3,000 and above
Marguerite S. Bedell
Pamela Coe
John & Pamela Hanold
William & Marsha Harbison
Gail Markley
Lewis & Sally Popper
Eleanor Rothman

Partners ¢ $1,000 to $2,999
Anonymous (2)
David Gang & Roberta Hillenberg-Gang
Ruth Kjaer
Richard Ranti & Andrea Bonsignore
Laurel Rogers & Jeffrey Saltzman
Michael Sorrell
Eleanor B. Rothman
Karen Tarlow & John Montanari
Richard Teller
Peter Van Pelt

Sustainers  $500 to $999
Ann Errichetti and Mark Keroack
Ian Fraser & Pamela Bartlett
Craig Felton & Richard Trousdell
Kylie & Bill Johnson
George Luke Goodridge
Mark & Judith Pohlman
Kit Sang Boos
Gary Turku & Romina Kostare
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Patrons * $250 to $499
Stephen Ellenburg
James Mceathron
Catherine Nagel

Supporters ¢ $100 to $249
Katharine Baker
Jeffrey Birth
Therese and Peter Eiff
Kent & Lorena Faerber
Patricia Farrington
Ken Furst
Douglas Gnepp
Peter Haas
Sara (Sally) Perreten
Dale Peterson

Friends * Up to $100
Albert & Janet Chevan
Ian Clements
Rafael Coelho Lopes de Sa
Teresa Herrneckar
Carol Jolly
Edith M. Kliman
Jonathan Lash
Nancy Logan
Jane Record
Elissa Rubinstein
Cathy Schoen
Serena Smith
Gennifer Sussman
Thomas Wartenberg
Katherine Wyatt
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Harriet Pollatsek
Carol Pope
Clifford Ridley
Joanna Rosenthal
Donald Wheelock



Albert Cano Smit, piano |Sunday November 2, 4pm

CHAMBER @ THE DRAKE [ {ﬁé\

An eight part series of classical music

J A
chamberatthedrake.com S
%20 advanced, $25 at the door, $5 student tickets

44 N Pleasant St, Amherst, MA

PIONEER VALLEY S Y M P,H O N

CREATIVE RESIL NCE

87" SEASON 2025%202

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW
PVSOC.ORG/TICKETS “; "

land ) G
@ s M€y LATHROP @oreenre
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Andrus Madsen
ﬁ W % Artistic Director

2025-26 Season

Vicente Lusitano and his Circle
Saturday, Nov.15, 2pm in the Music Room, Wistariahurst Museum, Holyoke
A German Holiday: Works for Advent and Christmas by Bach and Zelenka
Saturday, Dec. 20, 3pm at Grace Episcopal Church, Amherst
Music for Good Friday for viols and voices
Saturday, Mar.28, 2026 3pm at Abbey Chapel, Mt. Holyoke College, South Hadley

Making Overtures
Saturday May 2, 2026 2:30pm at Wesley Methodist Church, Hadley

Tickets are $40 and can be ordered online at arcadiaplayers.org,
by phone at 413-586-8742, or purchased at the door.
Season tickets are available

F 2025-26 SEASON
(a pHONY TIGKETS AND
i SUBSGRIPTIONS

AVAILABLE NOW!

2 1

THANK YOU TO OUR o Mass
SEASON SPONSORS «~MassMutual PV/C S

SPRINGFIELDSYMPHONY.ORG
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Music can be timeless.
It's the way it nurtures our soul
It’s a salve that reduces the

S.

calamitous anxiety of our times.
It's how Valley Classical Concerts lifts
and reminds us that we can be better.

Leading Investors Since 1924

www.stgermaininvestments.com




WEST 2% BRANCH
CAPITAL

Investments, Financial & Retirement Planning

West Branch Capital and its division Singer Potito Associates. FEE ONLY, SEC Registered

Investment Advisers. Investment Managers, Retirement & Financial Planners.

29 West Road
rleans, MAO2Z653

Derby Street, Suite 200

9 Research Drive, Suite 1 99
Hingham, MA 02043 O

Amherst, MA 01002

CALL 413-256-1225 - WESTBRANCHCAPITAL.COM

(GREENFIELD

Cooperative Bank

P/ NORTHAMPTON

A Division of Greenfield

Cooperative Bank topesivesn

Come on over to the Co-op!

To us, providing financial services to our customers
and serving our community go hand-in-hand.

Amherst « Florence « Greenfield « Northampton Northfield
Shelburne Falls » South Hadley « Sunderland « Turners Falls

BestLocalBank.com ',.,@,_._' VEMSEROF

17



Presents

- H.M.S. Pinafore”

or The Lass That Loved A Sailor

4 Shows Only!
Don’t be a Tar,
get your tickets

NOW!

Pre-show talk

by Michael Greenebaum,
a founding member

of VLO, at 1:00 p.m.
for both matinees!

Stage Director
Elaine Crane :

" Music Director Choreographer =
Aldo Fabrizi Paige Fowler

To order tickets only — use www.VLO.org web site
or scan the QR code to go directly
to the AOM ticket ordering site
www.AOMtheatre.com/aom_event/hms-pinafore/

A family show, full orchestra, lavishly costumed.

Be !’ﬂépﬁ/’edﬂ, by Lathrop’s passion for music and the arts!

With a commitment to enhancing the quality of life,
Lathrop fosters a vibrant sense of togetherness where you

can continue to enrich your life and the lives of others.

ﬁ'@f LATHROP lathrop.kendal.org = @

KENDAL arrivinee 413-437-5892
A Not-for-Profit Community Serving Older Adults in the Quaker Tradition.
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WEALTHSPIRE

ADVISORS

We are a proud sponsor of
Valley Classical Concerts and their mission

to bring internationally recognized

chamber ensembles to the Pioneer Valley.

WWW. WEALTHSPIRE.COM

Wealthspire Advisors LLC is a registered investment adviser
and subsidiary company of NFP Corp.

Johnson Woodworks

Custorn Furniture, Built-ins, and Cabinetry

“Quality woodworking with an artisan’s touch”

& www.johnson-woodworks.com

& jwwremodeling@gmail.com @, (413) 8351157

Florence Bank.
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STRINGED INSTRUMENTS

®

Violin « Viola « Cello « Sales « Rentals
Experts « Dealers « Makers « Appraisers « Restorers

18 Kellogg Ave, Amherst MA 01002

www.stamellstring.com
(800) 766 0936

river valley co-op
wild abouv{ Jocal

20



